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The Society was founded in 1710 by Maurice
Johnson, its emblem being the Water Bouget, taken
from his armorial bearings.  The early eighteenth
century was an exciting time of world exploration,
scientific discoveries, cultural and social change.
With the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660
came the founding in the same year of the ‘Royal
Society of London for Improving Natural
Knowledge’, and those in the provinces were eager
to be abreast of the latest news and discoveries.
Johnson was a lawyer who kept terms in London,
where he enjoyed the coffeehouse society.  At home
in Spalding, he and other gentlemen met once a
week to share and discuss cultural, scientific and
antiquarian knowledge, aided by correspondence
with individuals around the world.  The Spalding
Gentlemen’s Society is the oldest provincial learned
society in Britain to have survived, being
approximately contemporary with the Society of
Antiquaries in London, with which body there was
overlapping membership.

Today, the Society owns its hundred-year-old
premises, housing a museum collection, library and
archive materials that include items of national and
international importance.  The Society is recognised
as a local depository for manorial documents.

Status
The Society is a registered Charity and is also
incorporated as a ‘not for profit’ Company limited
by guarantee.  The liability of members should the
Society be wound up is limited to a sum not
exceeding £2 per member.

Objectives of the Society
Under its Memorandum and Articles of
Association, the Society exists to ‘promote and
foster among the public knowledge, appreciation
and the study’ of what may now be called the Arts,
Humanities and Sciences.  The two most important
ways by which this is currently done are:
maintaining the museum, library and archive
holdings in the Museum premises; and the annual
series of twelve Friday evening lectures, open to the
public, delivered between September and March at
the Spalding Grammar School.

Membership of the Society
Membership is open to men and women aged
eighteen and over who support the Society’s
objectives.  The annual membership fee at present
is £60, with £10 as the one-off entrance fee.

The role of members and the benefits of
membership
Annual membership fees provide significant
revenue to support the Society’s work, almost of all
of which is undertaken by volunteers, most of
whom are members of the Society.  Society
members have a crucial role to play in the election
of the President and the other officers and members
of the Council of Management, the body that
manages the Society’s affairs.  Council members are
trustees and directors under Charity and Company
laws respectively.  Thus it is that Society members
have the privilege and the duty to ensure that
Council remains true to the Society’s objectives.

There are several ways in which Members of the
Society can benefit personally.  There are
opportunities to volunteer to assist with the many
tasks that must be undertaken to keep the Society
functioning, with appropriate training.  There is
ready access for Members most Monday mornings
between 9.00 a.m. and noon and on Thursday
evenings between 7.00 and 9.00 p.m.: at other
times, prior arrangement is necessary.

Access for non-members
Non-members are welcome for individual and
group visits, and for scholarly work, but please be
in touch beforehand to make the necessary
arrangements.  The best time for individuals to
come is on a Monday morning, when group visits
are not accepted; at other times, access will depend
on the availability of volunteers.

Public lectures
Lecture details are available on the Society’s website
and are publicised in the local press.   Admission for
members and non-members is normally £2 at the
door.  On rare occasions, there may be a higher
charge; if so, the relevant details are publicised in
advance. 

Public benefit
Details of the public benefit provided by the
Society in pursuit of its charitable objectives may
be found in the ‘Report of members of the
Council’ contained in the Unaudited Reports and
Financial Statements contained in this Annual
Report.

ABOUT THE SOCIETY
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2014 has been spent in forward planning by
Council under the watchful eye of our Secretary.
There has been a considerable amount of work, in
part driven by forces such as the demands of the
Inland Revenue and the Charity Commission, not
to mention the expectations of potential funding
bodies.

We expected that the rise in membership fees
agreed by the 2014 AGM would give rise to a
number of resignations, but the costs of all things
have risen and, if we intend to pursue applications
for grants, we need to demonstrate that we are
funding a proper share of the Society’s costs.  The
days of cosy association have gone!  We need to fit
our values and ambitions to current realities in

order to achieve something of which we ourselves,
and Spalding, will be proud.

Earlier wobbles in our history have been due to
declining interest in matters requiring mental effort.
For the benefit of future generations, we need to
re-assert our purpose as a learned society.

Lastly, the number of senior members has dropped
through retirements and failing health, but please
remember their many years of service towards the
upkeep of our Society, and help us to continue the
pursuit of excellence in South Holland.

Michael Snowdon

Dear Members

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Vision
To promote and foster among the public knowledge, appreciation and the study of the Arts, Humanities and
Sciences. 
. 
Introduction
Founded in 1710, the Spalding Gentlemen’s Society is a provincial society unique in western Europe for its
longevity.  Its museum includes  artefacts spanning several millennia; archival materials date from the medieval
period; and there is a  significant library.   The Society aims to build on its 300-year ideals as represented in
the 1955 Memorandum of Association, sustained by the active participation of its members.

The general approach
1.  To ensure the collection is cared for and documented to Accreditation standards.
2.  To research, identify and then employ every opportunity to reach out to an international audience

irrespective of gender, age, culture or race, and give every individual whether casual visitor, academic
researcher or online enquirer, the opportunity and encouragement to engage with the museum and be
enriched by the experience, whatever the means of access.

3.  To develop creative and innovative education and outreach initiatives through exhibitions, lectures, tailored
programmes, publications, technology, loans and undertaking external speaking programmes. Our initiatives
will be regularly reviewed to remain fresh, relevant and challenging.

4.  To increase access and create experiences which value inclusivity and diversity; which thereby enrich lives
by broadening perspectives, attitudes, and self-knowledge.

Objectives
1.  To achieve and then maintain Accreditation status.
2.  To provide facilities for Spalding and the wider public to maximise both physical and virtual access to

museum, library and archive resources. 
3.  Members of the public should be able to visit the museum without being accompanied by a member or

members of the Society, as at present.
4.  Introduce and maintain secure museum display arrangements.
5.  To better present information about, and interpretation of, the collection for the benefit of as broad a

range of visitors as possible.
6.  To have adequate systems in place to control access to reserve collections, especially the archives and library.
7.  To continue and build upon the existing programme of public lectures.
8.  Maintain free entry for members of the Society, regardless of the possible introduction of an entrance fee

for members of the public.
9.  To develop income generation opportunities to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Society. 

Necessary components
1.  Maintain adequate professional staffing and advice, while developing the core volunteer workforce, their

diversity, skills and professionalism.
2.  There should be adequate space, additional to the permanent display areas, for:
     a)   Temporary exhibitions.
     b)  A lecture theatre.
     c)   Storage facilities suitable for the widely varying needs of the museum artefacts, library and archives. 
     d)  Workshop facilities.
     e)   An office.
     f)   A meeting/education room.
     g)  Toilet facilities.
     h)  Possibly a café/shop
     i)   Reception

SOCIETY’S VISION STATEMENT
Agreed by Council, 12 September 2014
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The last year has imposed considerable demands on
Council.  As well as discharging their responsibilities
as Trustees most Council members have spent long
hours carrying out the growing management needs
of the Society. Though our numbers seem rather
large, nineteen at the last count, I am very grateful
to the legion of colleagues who have been prepared
to share and shoulder the load.

Members of the Society can be assured that
Council has represented a broad range of opinion
over the last year. Proposals for change and
development have been challenged and discussed at
length. It has become increasingly clear that we
need to acquire new skills and new blood, within
the Council and the general membership. We are
grateful to Museum Development East Midlands
for their support, which has fully funded advice for
our Accreditation application as well as training for
a number of Trustees.

I would echo the Secretary’s appeal for members to
come forward who may be able to help us in
achieving the Society’s aims. Our scope to increase
opening hours is largely constrained by the number
of volunteers available. More accessible opening

times would benefit members as well as the general
public.

In the months ahead, we will need to conduct
market research and consultation with local bodies,
the community at large, as well as visitors to the
area. While much of this work may be undertaken
by volunteers, it is inevitable that skills and services
will have to be brought in. It is our intention to
obtain grants to fund these activities wherever
possible.

The President wisely refers to the contribution
made to the Society by many of its longer serving
members. If all talk seems to be of change we do
well to remember that it is to previous Trustees and
members that we owe the continued existence of
the Society and the preservation of its collections
and wider resources.

The challenge remains to take the Society forward.
Progress has been made over the last year, I expect
it to quicken up.

Nick Casswell

CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL’S REPORT
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The article that follows is a slightly shortened version of
one published in the Art Quarterly, winter issue 2014,
under the title ‘What are museums for?’.  The author,
Lord Smith of Finsbury, is Chairman of the Art Fund.
He and the editor of the Art Quarterly have kindly given
permission for this slightly abridged text to be reproduced.
Although the museum is an important part of the SGS,
it is, of course, but part of the bigger whole.  Nevertheless,
at this juncture in the Society’s history, it seems relevant
to consider the views expressed by Lord Smith (Editor,
Michael Chisholm). 

In 1901, an inscription was written in the stone
across the façade of the new Horniman Museum
in south London.  It told the world that ‘This
building and its contents … are dedicated to the
public for ever, as a free museum for their
recreation, instruction and enjoyment.’  I’ve
frequently marvelled at the wonderful spirit
enshrined in this great quotation, put there as the
Victorian age drew to a close.  If we are searching
for a definition of what museums are all about, then
these three concepts of ‘recreation, instruction and
enjoyment’ surely aren’t far off it.

There are something like 55,000 museums across
the world, and the number has doubled in recent
years.  We are, all of us, attracted to visit them in
ever-increasing numbers.  They represent
something special for us.  But what, ultimately, are
museums for, and why are we drawn to them so
powerfully?

I believe museums do a number of things.  Partly,
they are about stewardship.  They hold and sustain
the very best parts of our art and history and culture
and science.  By doing so, they help us to
understand better where we have come from as a
society, and what our values are.  They are the
storehouses of our past, and being so they help us
to comprehend the present and to reach for the
future.

Partly, they are about education and learning – and
this is true of all ages, not just of children.   They
help us to know more, to discover more, and to think
about what we encounter.  Partly, they are about
showcasing our history to the world.  Partly, they are
about the economic impact they can have in a place;
the way that Tate St Ives has transformed the
economy of the town in which it is set is remarkable.

And partly, yes, as Mr Horniman believed, they are
about enjoyment.  This is something museums have
become much better at in recent years.  No longer
do we take a hundred objects and crowd them
together in dusty cases with impenetrable notices
attached that are impossible to read let alone
understand.  We take one or two objects, separate
them out and give them special prominence,
finding the best location and lighting that will make
them stand out and transfix the visitor.  And as
visitors we are enthralled, and thrilled, and we come
away from our encounter with the objects with a
sense of joy and wonder.

And that leads me to the final ingredient I’d add to
the museums mix: the spiritual, intellectual and
emotional uplift that being surrounded by great and
wonderful things can give us.  

At their best museums are about all of these things.
They are about conserving, about educating, about
showcasing, about lifting economically, about
entertaining and about speaking to our souls.  Some
museums will place the emphasis in different places
from others.  All will engage actively with their
visitors to provide the very best experience they
can. And that, ultimately, is why the Art Fund’s
never-ceasing work to support and help to foster
museums up and down the country is so important.
That doughty old Victorian in south London had
it just about right. ‘Recreation, instruction and
enjoyment.’  A rather good sentiment to carve
across the front of a building, is it not?

Chris Smith

WHAT ARE MUSEUMS FOR?
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The two 17th century pamphlets are interesting in
that they are detailed accounts of parliamentary
debates in 1611 and 1628. Significantly reprinted in
1641 in the run up to the Civil War they show a
decided parliamentary bias, the 1628 pamphlet, for
example, recording the debates over the Tonnage and
Poundage Bill, one of the early occasions when
Parliament stood up to the demands of the king.
They are perhaps an appropriate possession for an
18th century Whig.

It is the poll book that is of greater local interest and
illustrates a most interesting episode in England’s
history and further illuminates the friendship
between Johnson and William Stukeley, Vicar of All
Saints’ in Stamford, a staunch Whig in a Tory, if not
Jacobite, town.

The 1734 general election took place in the wake
of a crisis in Sir Robert Walpole’s administration
where public outcry had forced him to withdraw his
Excise Bill – which included proposals to give
revenue officers exceptionally wide powers of
search. This election was especially noted for its
violence in an age where violence at elections was
commonplace. There was also violence in Stamford.
It was a pocket borough under the control of the
Earls of Exeter of nearby Burghley House. Being
Tory it was already anti-Walpole and the national
issues passed it by – there is no mention anywhere
of the Excise Crisis in the heated discussions in the
town. For the first time two Whig candidates had the
temerity to stand against the Burghley interest and
the Earl of Exeter pulled out all the stops to defeat
them. The poll book, listing voters and the way they
voted, was printed after the election, in answer to
the cries of corruption from the defeated Whigs, to
show that the Tory candidates had won the election
fairly. But it was printed by Francis Howgrave,

proprietor of the Stamford Mercury, whom Stukeley
said was ‘set up by Lord Exeter’, from prepared lists
compiled at Burghley. The poll book may be better
understood in the light of the manuscript pamphlet,
The Historical Part of Stamford Election 1734 by
Stukeley, and was the Whig answer to the Tory
produced poll book. It was presented personally by
Stukeley to Sir Robert Walpole and now resides in
Cambridge University Library.

Stukeley claimed that the earl had introduced 200
‘foreigners’, i.e. men from across the river in St
Martin’s parish, into the town to vote for his
candidates, and had cajoled, bribed or threatened
those who intended to vote for Cust and Fonnereau,
the Whig candidates. The whole came to a head two
nights before the election when a mob led by the
Tory candidates, Noel and Proby, attacked Savile
Cust’s house at Friary Gate. Thirty or more of the
Whig defenders were injured, some of them quite
seriously, but such was the state of affairs that the full
force of the law was applied to them rather than
their attackers. However, all these events at Stamford
had little effect on the national scene and, though
damaged, Walpole was returned to power. 

There seems to be no surviving correspondence
between Stukeley and Johnson for this period, but it
is inconceivable that Stukeley would not have kept
his good friend Maurice Johnson fully informed of
events. This is probably why Johnson had his own
copy of the poll book. An intriguing feature of the
Spalding copy is the placing of certain letters beside
the names of many of the Whig voters. They do not
seem to indicate voting status, nor the Whig voters
injured at the Friary Gate riot; further research on this
is continuing. The poll book is rare, though copies do
exist in Stamford Town Hall and Burghley House.

John F.H. Smith

First Lot.  A Stamford Poll  Book – “The Poll for the Election of Burgesses for the Burrough of
Stamford, 1734”: and two pamphlets of 1641 reprinting 1611 and 1628 parliamentary debates.

In July 2014, Bloomsbury Auctions in London had
four printed and manuscript lots of interest to the
Society.  The auctioneer assured us that they all
came from the same owner, who possessed them by
descent from Maurice Johnson, and that they had
never previously come on the market.  With
generous financial assistance from the Friends of the
National Libraries, we were able to acquire two
lots.  The first lot noted below was fully funded by
the Friends; much of the funding for the second lot
also came from the Friends, with contributions

from the Society and from five individual members
of the Society.  Our bidding received non-financial
support from Ayscoughfee Hall Museum (South
Holland DC) and Woolsthorpe Manor (National
Trust).  The Society was fortunate to get the two
lots of greatest interest.

The two texts below have been sent to the Friends
of the National Libraries for inclusion in their
annual report.

TWO AUCTION PURCHASES WITH GENEROUS
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM 

THE FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARIES
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This is an exceptional example of early eighteenth-
century antiquarian practice.  The manuscript volume
bears a bookplate dated
1735, but was probably
begun by Maurice Johnson
c. 1720 and continued by
him at least until 1747.  It
contains genealogical and
historical materials relating
to the families in his wide
circle of antiquarian,
professional and social
acquaintance.

The folio volume, covered
in green vellum tooled and
stamped in gold, with a red
morocco spine label, binds
together 418 leaves of
varying size and age.
Johnson's entries include
families from Affordby to
de la Zouche. Some, such as
the entry for Ambler, seem
to have been planned and
copied out in a more or less
finished form, with
decorative chapter
headings, coats of arms in
pen and ink or
watercolour, and red
guidelines separating
genealogical notes from
footnote source 
citations.

Other entries are
incomplete. Some, such as
that for the family of
Stukeley - Johnson was a
lifelong friend of the
antiquary William Stukeley
born in nearby Holbeach -
appear to be little more
than notes, pasted or bound
in, presumably to be
returned to at a later date.

Unsurprisingly, Johnson's
own lineage occupies more
leaves than any other and
contains pedigrees of the various branches of the
Johnson family tree. With his own impressive library
resources, Johnson's presentation of the findings of his
researches into his own family's past sheds light on
the way in which he carried out his studies. The entry

for the earliest Johnson, 'Eustathius', is traced to 1048,
and marginal notes on the page cite earlier antiquaries

whose works Johnson
owned - William Camden,
William Dugdale, Thomas
Maddox, Thomas Gale and
Edmund Gibson, to name a
few - and manuscripts from
the Cotton Library.
Evidence for later medieval
and early modern Johnsons
comes from the Myntling
Register, then as now also
part of the Spalding
Gentleman Society's
collections. The volume
also contains eleven loose
items, including a letter
written by one of Johnson's
ancestors, a genealogical
note by one of his
descendants, and Victorian
and Edwardian additions in
a variety of hands. 

Armes and Memoires can
be said to be a kind of
latter-day Myntling
Register, as it illustrates the
social and cultural history
of Spalding and the
surrounding area after the
dissolution. It complements
the Society's collection of
almost 600 letters, many
written by Society
members named in the
volume; and sheds new
light on the Society's
original minute books,
seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century
libraries, and manuscript
collections. Further, it
provides critical context to
the thousands of
manuscripts related to
Lincolnshire's history and
people added to the
Society's collections in the
three centuries since its

foundation. This rich and idiosyncratic volume is part
presentation manuscript, part commonplace book,
part repository and part starting point for generations
of antiquarian research.

Dustin Frazier

Second Lot. Maurice Johnson “Armes & Memoires of ffamilies in Lincolnshire. Collected from
Authentick Records, Rolls, MSS, & other Monuments of Antiquity & Creditt, & Authors cited.”

9
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The Society has been able to purchase a bound
manuscript, dated 1760. entitled A Book of Mapps
of the several Farms etc Belonging to Theo Buckworth.
A drawing on page 114 shows a square decoy pond
with eight curved arms situated on ‘Wm Hunt and
Will: Aubins’s Farm in the Lordship of Aslackby’. A
copy of this drawing graces the cover of this year’s
Annual Report.

As recorded by the Oxford English Dictionary, the
term ‘decoy’ for structures such as the above goes
back at least to 1625.  The accompanying term
‘decoy-duck’, being ducks trained to act as decoys
to entice wild birds into the nets, goes back to
1651.  However, there is an earlier record, in Payne-
Gallwey (1886), that a mob armed with swords and
sticks took 600 wildfowl out of the Abbot’s decoy
at Crowland in 1432.

Payne-Gallwey records that there were fourteen
decoys in the south Lincolnshire fens in the 19th
century. There were five in Deeping Fen, three in
Sempringham Fen and one in the fens at Aslackby,
Bourne, Cowbit, Dowsby, Fleet and  Millyard Farm
(Neslam Fen near the Forty Foot Drain). Others
have been located using aerial surveys and Google
Maps, and probably had gone out of use some time
before Payne-Gallwey’s survey: those identified
include two in Pinchbeck (North and South Fen),
one at Crowland, another at Moulton, and possibly
one near the Car Dyke in Thurlby. 

In 1886, only the famous Ashby decoy, near
Scunthorpe, remained in operation, a survivor of
over forty previously in use in Lincolnshire. Just
over the county boundary in Cambridgeshire, the
extant Borough Fen decoy was created in 1670 by
a Mr. Williams for the Earl of Lincoln, and was still
being operated by Mr Billie Williams and Tony
Cook as a catching and ringing station, for the
Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, in the 1970s.  

Information is sparse concerning the number of
wildfowl taken at decoys but there can be no doubt
that the total must have been very large.  At Ashby,
for example, it is recorded that the greatest number

taken in one season was 6,357, in the winter of
1834-35.  William Willughby records that as many
as 400 boats were used to drive fowl into nets in
Deeping Fen (see Ray 1678): boats  would have
been used in the summer moulting season, when
wildfowl cannot fly and can be driven into the nets.
If Camden (1586) is to be believed, in August at
Crowland , it was possible to drive  3,000 ducks at
one time  into a single net  (see Piggott 1971).

The scale of the wildfowl industry is also conveyed
by the existence of specialist poultry and wildfowl
markets.  (Everitt, 1967), writing of the period 1500
to 1640, records these markets in England,
including Boston and Ramsey, part of the urban
food supply system for London in particular.

Decoys like the one at Aslackby, north of Bourne,
Lincolnshire, consisted of a pond of one to three
acres, from which radiated a variable number of
curving arms known as pipes. Usually there were
four pipes, but there were also some decoys with
three, six or eight pipes to take advantage of the
direction of the wind.  Aslackby was an example of
the rare eight-pipe type, having pipes at each of the
four corners, plus four intermediate pipes. Each
pipe was covered with netting stretched over hoops
that decreased in diameter, from about twenty feet
at the pond to about two feet at the catching and
dispatching end.   Ponds were usually of a uniform
depth of about two to three feet with gently
shelving sides, set within a shelter belt of woodland
trees to provide freedom from external disturbance. 

John Redshaw

References:
Everitt A. (1967).  In J. Thirsk (ed) The Agrarian
History of England and Wales vol. IV  1500-1640.
Payne-Gallwey, Sir Ralph, Bt., (1886). The Book of
Duck Decoys. 
Piggott S. (1971).  Camden’s Britannia. First
published 1586.
Ray, J. (1678).The Ornithology of Francis Willughby.
Posthumously edited and translated by Ray.

ASLACKBY DUCK DECOY
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A major research grant application has been
submitted to the Arts and Humanities Research
Council by myself (University of Lincoln) and co-
investigator Dr Dustin Frazier (Roehampton
University).  A decision by the AHRC will not be
known until the middle of 2015.  It is intended that
work will begin in September 2015, lasting for
three years.  The sum sought from the AHRC is
almost £391,000. 

There are two strands to the project.  The
immediate academic benefit will be the first full
biographical study of Martin Folkes (1690-1754),
who was a member of the Spalding Gentlemen’s
Society and served as President of both the Royal
Society and the Society of Antiquaries in London.
Dr Frazier will also write a book about the
relationship between natural history,
antiquarianism, and local landscape. 

The second benefit will be directly to the SGS and
thereby to scholarship nationally and internationally
for the future.  The practical assistance will include
the following:
1.  An electronic version of the library card

catalogue, paving the way for this to be online
2.  Digitisation of at least one of the eighteenth-

century minute books of the Society.
3.  Digitisation of William Stukeley’s Memoirs of the

Royal Society in the SGS collection, to be
housed on the Royal Society’s website.

4.  A special catalogue of the eighteenth century
scientific instruments compiled by an expert.

During the project, the Society will have the
services of an on-site part time archivist.   In
addition, the Society will retain the equipment for
digitising documents in the future, members having
had training in how to do this. 

There will also be accompanying academic
conferences at the Royal Society, a public lecture
about the project at the Society of Antiquaries of
London, a radio show at Siren FM 107.3, and a
study day at Lincoln Cathedral.  

The Council of the SGS has enthusiastically
endorsed the application, which is accompanied by
letters of support from the Royal Society and the
Society of Antiquaries and Lincoln Cathedral, as
well as from academics from the University of
Oxford and the California Institute of Technology.  

The grant application demonstrates the importance
of the Society’s holdings.  In addition, it is a major
manifestation of the Society’s determination to
improve public access to the holdings, for the
benefit of Spalding residents and the wider locality,
as well as nationally and internationally.   And if the
AHRC is unable to provide funding for this
project, I am confident that this would not be the
end of the story.

Anna Marie Roos

A MAJOR RESEARCH PROJECT
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June 2014 saw Spalding Gentlemen’s Society
journey into the world of electronic
communication, with the publication of the first
issue of the “Water Bouget”.  This newsletter is to
be published quarterly in March, June, September
and December for members on email.  Paper copies
can be viewed in the Johnson room by members
not on email.  The “Water Bouget” highlights items
of interest in the collection, summarises current
news, and generally tries to keep members abreast
of the activities of the society.  We welcome your
contributions to the newsletter, and also any help
you would like to give us with it.  You can let us
know at spaldinggents@gmail.com.  Our third issue
was published in December.

In September, SGS hosted two days for Heritage
Open Days.  On Saturday the 14th September the
public were invited to visit, and were greeted by
Maurice and Elizabeth Johnson, by costumed
interpreters Julia and Nigel Gant.  On Sunday the
15th, World War I specialist and costumed
interpreter Ken Basfor gave a very well received talk
on Henri Strange, the Royal Flying Corps, and the
local youth who formed a part of this brave unit.
Ken gave the talk dressed in RFC uniform, and
brought memorabilia ranging from a camp bed to
weaponry to be viewed and touched.  In addition,
curators Tom Grimes and Marilyn Hollanders
spoke about the temporary exhibitions of the
handbills and posters, as well as artefacts carried and
owned by WWI soldiers in the collection.  About
thirty visitors attended, and felt it was very
informative and entertaining.

Also in September, SGS introduced coffeehouse
evenings for members and guests.  On the first
Thursday of the month we have revived the feel
and the style as far as we can of the early 18th
century meetings. The format is refreshments,
followed by a short presentation by a member
about a bit of the collection they are interested in,
even passionate about, followed by a question and
discussion session. We have kept the same day of the
week as the original meetings!  The first evening
found the Johnsons greeting guests and serving tea
and chocolate as well as 18th century delicacies
created by historic cook Julia Gant.  Following  the
refreshments, we all adjourned to the lecture room
where Diana and Michael Honeybone discussed,
read from, and showed the first minute books.  It
was an amazing evening, and the success has led to
the coffeehouses being held regularly on the first
Thursdays of the month through the winter half of
the year.  

October saw a talk by Tom Grimes and Marilyn
Hollanders on the WWI temporary exhibition.
November’s speakers were Dustin Frazier and
Gillian Tressidder speaking about the 18th century
prints in the collection, and the copper plate
process.  December’s speaker was Julia Knight,
Museum officer at Ayscoughfee Hall and ceramics
specialist talking about value in collections.

Other very exciting things are planned, as the
Society grows, and serves the public education of
our mission statement even better than in the past.
Watch this space, as they say!

Julia Gant

EXCITING EXPERIMENTAL OUTREACH
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If 2013 was a turning point for the Society, 2014
has seen some exciting developments paving the
way for the future.  At the April AGM, Council
presented a Vision Statement that was readily
endorsed as a work in progress.  This work in
progress was to take account of advice from three
well placed friendly critics; in the light of their
comments after the AGM, the document was
somewhat revised for agreement at Council in
September – the text is reproduced earlier in this
Annual Report.  In addition, the museum
Accreditation application was submitted in the
autumn and at the time of going to press we
awaited the outcome.  

With these concerns out of the way, Council has
turned to the implementation of the Vision
Statement.  There are two immediate and related
issues to be addressed: that of the premises; and that
of funding.

The primary premises decision to be taken is
whether the Society remains in the present
building, moves elsewhere in Spalding or operates
from two sites.  Consequently, Council is seeking
to undertake an evaluation of options, an evaluation
that must start with the question: “can the Vision
Statement be realised in the present premises?”
Were the existing premises to be the only
operational facility, there is no doubt that a
significant amount of off-site storage would be
needed.  On the other hand, the realistic options
for moving elsewhere probably would not allow
everything to be rehoused and it might be that the
present building would be retained, possibly for
storage, conservation work and maybe other aspects
of the Society’s activities.  Once a decision has been
taken regarding the premises to be occupied, it will
be possible to develop a detailed proposal for
implementing the Vision Statement, for which
purpose substantial external funding would be
necessary.  At the same time, it will be necessary to
develop a business plan, which will have to include
a significant increase in income by one means or
another.  One of the major components of
increased income will have to be museum
admission payments by members of the public, able
to visit without the need for guides (Society
members would continue to have free access).

Dr Anna-Marie Roos (University of Lincoln) and
Dr Dustin Frazier (Roehampton University) have

submitted to the Arts and Humanities Research
Council a major research grant application, as
described elsewhere in this Annual Report.  The
application has the formal support of both the
Royal Society and the Society of Antiquaries.  If
the application is successful, the grant will run for
three years from the autumn of 2015, providing
considerable long-term benefits for the Society.  If
the application does not succeed, Dr Roos has
commented ‘that will not be the end of the matter’.
The fact of this application, and the support given
to it, is testimony to the national importance of the
Society’s holdings.

In July 2014, Bloomsbury Auctions, a London
auction house, had four lots for sale, documents that
once belonged to Maurice Johnson, our founder,
to be sold by one owner who held them by descent
through the family, the documents having never
previously been on the market.  All four lots were
of interest for the Society and we were fortunate to
obtain an offer of substantial financial help from the
Friends of the National Libraries; in the event, we
were able to acquire two lots, the two of greatest
significance, as described elsewhere in this Annual
Report.  

There are several other developments to note.  An
electronic Newsletter is now being produced
quarterly, which we hope the membership is
finding useful.  In the autumn, monthly coffeehouse
evenings were initiated, open to members and their
guests; these evenings, led by speakers talking about
aspects of the Society’s holdings, have proved very
popular.   Both of these important – dare one say
revolutionary? - initiatives have been led by Julia
Gant, to whom the Society is truly indebted.

Members will wish to know that in January the
central heating boiler finally packed up after thirty-
seven years’ service.  The replacement has been
working satisfactorily.  However, the plumbing and
radiator system that it serves is not really fit for
purpose because it does not serve the rear of the
building and because it does not permit sensitive
environmental control.  For example, precious
books and archives need a temperature lower than
is comfortable for people.  Assuming that the
Society retains the present building, it is foreseeable
that the whole heating system will have to be
replaced by one that is fit for the twenty-first
century.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
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A small room at the back of the Maples Gallery,
known as the Cadas Room, suffers from damp,
making it unsuitable for the storage of paper
documents; some cupboards in the Maples Gallery
also suffer from this problem.  Work has started on
a two-stage operation.  First, the contents of the
Cadas Room and some cupboards are being
removed and cleaned, preparatory to removal
elsewhere in the building.  Second, to make space
available for this removal, documents professionally
certified as ‘clean’ are being moved into temporary
storage at Ayscoughfee Hall Museum.  For this
arrangement, the Society is indebted to Julia Knight
at Ayscoughfee.  This initiative has been led by the
Librarian, Nigel Ryan, ably assisted by Marion
Brassington (Deputy Librarian) and two volunteer
members who have been doing much of the work,
Dustin Frazier and Michael Pemberton.  Once the
Cadas Room is cleared, it will be possible to
determine what can be done to sort out the damp
problem, something that will probably have to wait
until the damp in the rear part of the Maples
Gallery, caused by subsidence, can be addressed. 

At this juncture, I wish to note with gratitude the
services of two individuals whose contribution has
been and remains enormously important.  Marion
Brassington is responsible for the Library; she is a
mine of information about Library and Archive

resources, an invaluable guide for those using these
resources.  And Graham Cupper cheerfully opens
and closes the building, keeps it clean, acts as our
photographer and undertakes numerous other tasks;
without him, the Society could not function.

As in the past, the Society owes a great debt to
everyone who, in one way or another, has
volunteered their time and expertise.  For the
immediate future, there are going to be yet more
calls upon volunteers for the following reason.  Our
ambition is for members of the public to be able to
visit the museum without the need for guides, but
it will not be possible to achieve this aim for some
years.  In the meantime, in the context of our
constitution (the Memorandum and Articles of
Association), of the need to achieve Accreditation
and of the need for external funds, we must take
steps to increase public access.  For the present,
because of the nature of our displays and the layout
of the building, stewards or guides have to be
present when members of the public are in the
building.  There is therefore an urgent need to
enlarge the pool of volunteer guides whose
contribution will be to enable the Society to open
more frequently in the transition to a re-vitalised
Society fit for the future.

Michael Chisholm

SECRETARY’S REPORT continued
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The Society has gratefully accepted donations
totalling £1,200 from five SGS members, together
with a grant of £5,592 from the Friends of the
National Libraries, to enable us to purchase
Maurice Johnson’s manuscript ”Armes and
Memoires of ffamilies in Lincolnshire“, “The Poll
for the Election of Burgesses for the Borrough of
Stamford, 1734” and two pamphlets

Because of changes in HMRC rules, the Society
suffered a one-off reduction in Gift Aid amounting
to £715. In order to conform with the new rules
and to maintain income, the trustees decided to
charge both members of the Society and members
of the public for admission to lectures, normally at
£2 a person. From April 2013, the HMRC
introduced a Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.
This new scheme enables charities to claim a top-
up payment on cash donations of £20 or less,
without the need to collect Gift Aid declarations,
up to an aggregate sum of £5,000 in small
donations each year. This scheme resulted in the
Society claiming £331 in 2014.

Grants amounting to £3,000 have been received
from the East Midlands Development Network to
cover part of the cost of a new secure front door
key system and of conservation equipment.  The
trustee key holders pay a refundable deposit of £50
for each key, amounting to a ‘float’ of £950.

Expenditure on repairs increased by £4,915, mainly
due to the purchase of a new boiler for the Society
at a cost of £5,494.  The cost of stationery, printing
and postage increased, due to the cost of
commercial printing of the Members’ Annual
Report.  There should be a reduction in the
printing cost for 2014.

The Accounts show an operating deficit on the year
of £6,115, funded from reserves.

In these times of low interest rates and economic
uncertainty, these figures show just how important
it is for the Society to raise the amount of income
it receives.

Susan Barsley

TREASURER’S REPORT
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The following organisations have visited the Society during 2014: .

In total, over 700 members of the public visited the
Society during the year, either to view the
collection or to research the archives.  Of these,
about 130 visited the Society on the open day,
September 14th.

The Society continues to lend items from its
collection to other museums, and for special
displays.  Several items remain on display at
Ayscoughfee Hall, both for long and short-term
displays.  

A list of new acquisitions to the Museum and
Library is included, as usual, in the Society’s
accounts.  The museum acquisitions have largely
followed the policy of accepting items of local
interest, or those associated with Society members.

One donation during the year is of particular note.
This is a 15th century gold ring, which was
discovered in her garden in Pennygate, Spalding, by
Mrs B. Hemsil.  It is of exquisite workmanship,
engraved with religious images so small that they
can only be clearly seen when magnified.  One
image depicts the crucifixion.  The ring was
probably worn by a woman.  The Society is most
grateful to Mrs Hemsil for this very generous
addition to our collection.

Work has continued on the maintenance and
recording of the collection.  Newly donated items
have been recorded, and additional information

added to the database.  Work has continued on
listing the early prints in the Society’s collection,
and on the job of labelling the museum items with
their item numbers, so that they can be easily
associated with the computer records.  

Special thanks are due, as ever, to our caretaker,
Graham Cupper.  He has continued to photograph
new additions to the collection and to take
additional photographs of other items where more
detail was needed, and to add to the information
on the database.  This is in addition to his regular
work in maintaining the Museum.

We are grateful for the non-member volunteers
who have helped with the work on the collection
this year: Robin Woodthorpe and Peter Darley.  

In addition, a large number of members of the
Society have helped with the collection, and as
guides when parties of visitors come to the
Museum.  The Museum could not run without this
assistance.  The museum is always in need of more
volunteer workers and guides.  No previous
experience is needed, just an interest in the Society
and its collection.  

I am also very grateful for the support I have
received from the President, Officers, Council and
Members.

Tom Grimes

Lincolnshire Archives
Ayscoughfee Hall School 
West Pinchbeck Ladies 
Alford and Mablethorpe Rotary 
Spalding Inner Wheel 
Bourne U3A 
Sutton St James Ladies Group 
March and District Museum 
Spalding Lions 
Gravity Fields group 
Springwells Heritage Group 
Spalding Baptist Ladies Fellowship 
S Croucher Party

Spalding Ever Young Club 
Art Fund  
Crowland Abbey
Peterborough Civic 
Deeping St Nicholas Ladies Guild 
Lincs Search Society 
Wisbech St Mary History Group 
Bourne U3A 
Spalding Rotary 
Long Sutton & Springfields Probus 
Spalding U3A 
Spalding Midweekers 
Company of Farmers Course 

CURATOR’S REPORT
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In November, the Trustees held an open evening to welcome new members to the Society. During the evening
Alastair Goodrum kindly gave an illustrated talk on ‘Old Spalding and Surrounding Areas’. Afterwards, the
new members were introduced to different aspects of the museum .The evening proved most enjoyable and
a great success.

The Society has been pleased to welcome the following new members during 2014:

Mr J F Ashing Restaurant Owner
Mr R M  Battle Land Agent and Farmer
Mr R Bennett Supported Housing Manager
Rev J Bennett Clergyman
Mr M D  Butcher Retired
Mr J A Carrott Telecommunications Engineer
Mr D  Casswell Farmer
The Lord Cormack Peer of the realm
Mr C H Cox Retired
Mr G Evans IT Manager 
Mr M Flynn Company Director/Property Management
Dr D M Fraizer Researcher/Academic
Mr H Fuller College Lecturer
Mrs E A Gunning Retired College Lecturer
Mr G Hawley   Police Constable / ICT Forensics
Mrs V Hawley Deputy Theatre Manager 
Mr T Huggins Consultant
Mr J  Jeffery Retired
Mr G  Jones Sales Assistant
Miss N  Kimstatch Artist
Mrs M  Lawes Manager of Wisbech Castle
Ms P J Makepeace Lecturer
Mr M J W Naylor Managing Director of Farming Company
Mrs H L Porter Textile Designer
Mr N R Porter Engineering Director
Mr M Price Accountant
Professor M R E Proctor Provost of King’s College, Cambridge
Mr R  Pryor  Farmer and Examiner
Mr J Rowbottom Company Director
Mrs E M  Royce Retired
Ms B  Schlussler Retired
Mr G  Taylor Retired  
Mrs R  Thompson Museum Assistant
Mr J D White Printer

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT
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The Following are no longer members of the Society:

D C Bambridge        (2012)                J W Belsham            (1974)                D G Best                 (1997)
T Blissett                 (2003)                PWM Brettell          (1979)                G Burrows               (1978)
P J Chamberlain       (1983)                G N Clear               (1971)                R Cole                    (1999)
A G Daniels             (2008)                B H Daniels             (1984)                P Davis                    (2011)
D F Drakard             (1979)                J Elkin                     (1975)                C Farquharson         (2013)
J R Fountain            (2010)                S L C Gibbard          (2005)                D F Hemstock         (1982)
R J Houghton          (1979)                G C Johnson            (1984)                N Kent                    (1993)
J D Lake                  (1982)                G A Levesley            (1982)                D Rawlinson            (2000)
P H Sivil                 (1984)                B Simmonite            (2000)                R J Smith                (2000)
C H Stennett           (1967)                M D Webster            (2005)                J P Weekes               (2001)
E V Willow              (2012)                A J L Woodrow        (2007)
The dates in brackets show the year each individual joined the society.

Membership currently stands at 342, including 17 life Members

Susan Barsley

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT continued
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Anyone who has visited the Society in recent
months will be aware that many changes regarding
the library stock have been instigated.

Following an environmental assessment of the
documents in the Cadas Room,  many were found
to be at risk of deterioration because of
unacceptably damp conditions present there.
Several needed to be cleaned and all mould
removed before they could be moved to a more
acceptable environment; so space had to be found
elsewhere in the building. This has meant that other
books in good condition and not considered
valuable have been identified for re-location to
Ayscoughfee Hall Museum where they will be
stored for the short term. The first of these, the 15th
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, has already
been moved. Other books will follow, such as
Whitakers’ Almanacs ; Public General Acts;
Reference catalogue of current literature; Rose
Society Journals; Green’s Encyclopaedia of Scots
Law; Lincolnshire Life; some Victorian Bibles; and
possibly some bird magazines.

At present, the documents in the Cadas Room are
being carefully cleaned, listed, and re-packaged
before being stored in another location in the
building. Most of these documents are important
archives.

We are in the process of investigating the possibility
of obtaining a grant to help with the restoration of
the St Mary and St Nicholas Parish Library, which
has suffered some deterioration through the damp
conditions the volumes have been exposed to in
the Maples gallery in recent years.

Work is progressing on the electronic catalogue.  In
the process, most of the books recorded on it can
be found on the shelves, although a certain
percentage is either misplaced or missing altogether.
This is not a 21st century problem.  While
researching their recent book ‘The correspondence
of  William Stukeley and  Maurice Johnson’,
Michael and Diana Honeybone quoted a book
entitled “Langley’s Antient Masonry with 494 plates
of architecture demonstrating the useful rules of
arithmetic geometry and archaeology”, published
in 1736 and given to the Society by the Duke of
Buccleuch.  It is listed in Maurice Johnson’s
manuscript catalogue of the library, although it does
not appear in the 19th century catalogue, so it

evidently went missing in the late 18th century or
early in the 19th.

Following a survey of the uses of the magazines
which are purchased by the Society, the Council
decided that none of the titles should be
discontinued as all contributed to the Society’s
standing.

The library and archives are used by several
researchers on a regular basis, with many more who
require specific information, particularly about local
history, which is not available elsewhere.  In
addition, the Society has received many enquiries
not only from people in this country but from
overseas, which require some time and effort to
answer satisfactorily.

The following books and other materials have been
accepted into the library:

Bennett, Nicholas, Lincolnshire parish clergy
1214-1968 a biographical register. Part1. The
deaneries of Aslacoe and Aveland. Lincoln Record
Society. Vol. 103, 2014.

Bethem, M.  A biographical dictionary of the
celebrated women of every age and country.
Crosby, 1804

Boreman, Tracey. Witches, a tale of sorcery and
seduction. Jonathan Cape, 2013.

Cox, Barrie The place names of Leicestershire.
Part six; The Sparkenhoe hundred.   English Place
Names Society, 2014.

Curtis, Joyce.  A history and description of the
windmills in Pinchbeck. Society for Lincolnshire
History and Archaeology, 2014.

Diurnal Occurrencies  20 January to 10 March
1628" , 1641.

"Farm and Field" a child's reading book.

The Fraiser Room Project, 2013.

Higgins, Charlotte. Under another sky: journey
in Roman Britain. Jonathan Cape, 2013.

Honeybone, D and M. The correspondence of

LIBRARIANS’ REPORT
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William Stukeley and Maurice Johnson 1715-
1754.  Lincoln Record Society. Vol 104, 2014.

Hurst, Sydney C. The silent cities, an illustrated
guide to war cemeteries and memorials to the
missing in France and Flanders, 1914-1915. Navel
and Military Press,1993.

Johnson, Maurice, Armes and Memoires of
families in Lincolnshire. Manuscript.

London and Middlesex hearth tax 1666. Parts 1
and 2. Vols 129 and 130, British Record Society,
2014.

Macdonald , Sir G. The Roman Wall in
Scotland. Clarendon Press, 1934. 

Melville, Lewis.  Farmer George. Pitman, 1907.

Milnes, Robert Ottley Ashburton, Marquess of
Crewe. Lord Rosebery. John Murray, 1931

Preston, A.  The world’s great aircraft carriers.
London. Greenwich edition, 2005

The Poll for the Election of Burgesses for the
Burrough of Stamford, April 24. 1734.

Record of some Worthie Proceedings of the
House of Commons in 1611, 1641.

A Selection of the memorials in St Mary and St
Nicholas Parish Church, Spalding, edited by
Marion Brassington, 2014.

Siddons, M.P. A Dictyionary of Mottoes in
England and Wales (Harleian Society. Vol. 20,
2014.

Sterne, Laurence. Sermons of Mr Yorick Vol.II. R
& J Dodsley, 1760

Turner, John T. Artur Immanuel Loewental
1879-1964. A brief introduction to his life and
work, together with a select list of his sculptured
works. Lincoln. Society for Lincolnshire History
and Archaeology, 2014.

Two manuscript books showing land holdings of
Theophilus Buckworth ,1760 and Richard
Buckworth, 1899.

Wilkinson, G.J  Illustrated Guide to Lincolnshire,
by the cycling correspondent of the Lincolnshire
Gazette, 1900. 

William Stukeley in Stamford. Reprint from
Antiquaries Journal v 93 2013, pp 353-400.

Wills in the Archdeaconry Court of Barnstable.
British Records Society, Index Library Vol. 128,
2013

Valuable work has been achieved by Dustin Frazier,
knowledgeable about conservation, who has been
responsible for cleaning the documents in the
Cadas Room and, together with Judith Withyman,
for sorting, listing and re-packing them, and also
Michael Pemberton and Michael Bullock for
locating and identifying the books which have been
entered on the database. 

Marion Brassington 
Nigel  Ryan 

LIBRARIANS’ REPORT continued
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David Mossman stepped down as Lecture Secretary
at the 2014 AGM and Council subsequently
appointed me as Acting Lecture Secretary.  I
inherited a full lecture programme for the autumn
of 2014 and the spring of 2015.  

The public lectures are an important part of the
Society’s work, which is summed up in our Vision
Statement with the following words: 

‘To promote and foster among the public knowledge,
appreciation and the study of the Arts, Humanities
and Sciences.’  

The 2014 programme of twelve lectures has
covered a wide range of topics, aiming to provide
interest for members of the Society and for the
wider public. 

The autumn of 2014 saw the introduction of an
admission charge, at £2 for everyone.  Previously,
Society members and their guests did not pay
anything, whereas non-members were charged £4.
This change was necessary because of the rules
applied by HMRC in respect of Gift Aid in relation
to members’ annual subscriptions. While this has
been a somewhat controversial change, the overall
response has been positive, especially from members
of the public, something that is particularly
important given the Society’s purpose, which is to
reach out  to non-members.   An associated reason
for the change is the need for funds to enable us to
attract high calibre speakers.

The year ahead will also bring changes. Currently,
there is an on-going discussion with the Grammar
School with regards to the installation of a hearing
loop to help make the lectures more accessible to
all. I would also like to expand on the publicity for
the lectures in the hope that more members and
non-members alike will get to hear some of the
remarkable talks given by our eminent speakers and
to ensure that more information is available about
the lecture and the lecturer in the hope that there
will be something to satisfy everyone’s tastes. I
would also like to see a development in the style of
lecture and hope that I can preserve the heart of
the lecture programme, while cultivating new ideas. 

Attendance over the year was 770, giving an average
of 64 for each lecture, somewhat lower than last
year.  This has still provided a healthy turn out and
something on which I will be keen to build. I hope
you will enjoy the programme that has been put
together for the coming season and if anyone has
any comments or would like to discuss anything
further, then I would welcome this. 

All that remains for me to do is to thank Colin
Baslington, the Lanternist, for his sterling work,
Stephen Freeman, my assistant, for his efforts and
Nigel Ryan for his hospitality at the Grammar
School. The final word goes to David Mossman, to
thank him for his help and assistance to ensure a
smooth transition, and for his years of service as
Lecture Secretary. 

Harrison Fuller

ACTING LECTURE SECRETARY’S REPORT
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This is my first report after taking over from Keith
Dobney at the start of the year. 

This year, there have been twelve commemorative
issues and three Post & Go issues. As members may
be aware, new issues are displayed in a small cabinet
in the lobby. I hope members enjoy looking at these
and find the commentary informative.

The year’s first set depicted scenes from children’s
television from the 1950s to the present. February
saw three issues: Working Horses, Spring Blooms
and Locomotives of Wales. The March issue
commemorated ‘Remarkable Lives’, which
featured, amongst others, Alec Guinness and Abram
Games.

My favourite issue of the year was released in April.
The Buckingham Palace set charted the
development of this iconic building over the
centuries. 

The May issue commemorated ‘Great British Film’.
The stamps depicted movie stills from six films: A
Matter of Life and Death, Lawrence of Arabia, A
Space Odyssey, Chariots of Fire, Secrets & Lies and
Bend it like Beckham. In June, Herring, Red
Gurnard, Dab, Pouting and Cornish Sardine,
Common Skate, Spiny Dogfish, Wolffish, Sturgeon
and Conger Eel featured in the ‘Sustainable Fish’
issue.

The Glasgow Commonwealth Games stamps
depicted Judo, Swimming, the Marathon, Squash,
Netball and Para-Sport Track Cycling. All carried
the official logo of the Glasgow 2014 XX
Commonwealth Games together with two saltires
forming ‘XX’.

The Great War centenary stamps represented
Poppies, Poetry, Portraits, War Art, Memorials &
Remembrance, and Artefacts. The cameo head of
the Queen also appears in Royal Mail red, echoing
the colour of poppies. I thought this set was well
designed and a fitting tribute to all who served.

September saw the second set of Post & Go British
Flora. The set was named ‘Symbolic Flower’ and
featured: forget-me-not, common poppy, dog rose,
spear thistle, heather and cultivated flax. Seaside
architecture was also commemorated in September
with stamps featuring Eastbourne Bandstand,
Tinside Lido, Bangor Pier, Southwold Lighthouse,
Blackpool Pleasure Beach, and a twenty-first
century shelter at Bexhill-on-Sea. The miniature
sheet shows piers at Llandudno, Dunoon, Brighton
and Worthing.  The background image is of the
majestic Southend Pier. 

In October, a set featuring Prime Ministers was
issued, a first for British philately. Pitt (the Younger),
Grey, Peel, Gladstone, Churchill, Atlee, Wilson and
Thatcher featured.   

The Christmas set, released in November, featured
five tableaux. The stamps in miniature sheet were
set against a snowy background by Andrew
Bannecker. 

The last issue of the year was the Post & Go ‘Winter
Greenery’ set. Four festive greeneries were
depicted: common ivy, mistletoe, butcher’s broom
and holly. This was a fine way to end the year.

To finish, I would like to thank my predecessor,
Keith Dobney, for all the time and effort he has
spent on the Society’s collection and especially for
the work he has done on the stamps of Japan,
Sweden and the Vatican City in 2014. I would also
like to thank him for his help and advice in this year
of transition.

I look forward to receiving Royal Mail’s 2015
commemorative issues.

Gary Darley

PHILATELIST’S REPORT
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The Society’s outing took place on the 10th July.
Seventeen members and guests enjoyed a visit to
the homes of two of the Society’s ‘Old Boys’.

Our first destination was Ellys Manor House at
Great Ponton. The house was built in Tudor times
by members of the Ellys family, wealthy wool
merchants from Boston. It is a striking stone
property commanding a view over the old Great
North Road. The stepped gables are a magnificent
feature showing strong Flemish influence. In an
upper chamber are some early 16th century wall
decorations. These are said to be the finest domestic
decoration of the period to be found anywhere in
the country. Sir Richard Ellys was elected a
member of the SGS in 1729 and one of the
meetings of the Society records a discussion of his
collections.

The parish church of Holy Cross is adjacent to the
Manor House and formed part of our visit. The
Church tower was built by Anthony Ellys. The
curious and bespectacled gargoyle at its top is
thought to be a caricature of its builder.

Visits to Ellys Manor House have to be pre-
arranged with its private owner, Clive Taylor. Mr
Taylor is the most welcoming and knowledgeable
of guides and we are grateful for his hospitality.

From Great Ponton we moved just a couple of
miles down the road to the White Lion at
Colsterworth where we enjoyed an excellent and
congenial lunch.

In the afternoon, we visited Woolsthorpe Manor,
the property where Isaac Newton spent his
childhood. Sir Isaac became a ‘beneficent’ member
of the Society a few years before his death. The
Manor is now run by the National Trust. Until
fairly recently, it was just a shell of a building. It is
now furnished with 17th/18th century domestic
items with exhibits relating to the great man. It is
possible to inspect the bedroom where he
conducted his early experiments with optics. The
barn includes a cafe and a fascinating range of
hands-on experiments and models demonstrating
many of Newton’s discoveries. We were given a
special talk on Newton’s early life by one of the
curators. 

The day proved most interesting and enjoyable,
shared in good company with much discussion of
what had been seen. Many thanks to the drivers and
others who made the day such a success. We are
working on ideas for next year’s outing. I do hope
more of our members will be able to participate.

Nick Casswell

ANNUAL OUTING

During 2014, the Society for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology published a book by John T. Turner with
the title Arter Immanuel Loewental (ISBN 978 0 903582 50 6).  Loewental was a noted sculptor and the SGS
figures in this handsome volume.  Council agreed a contribution towards the cost of publication; in return,
SGS members are offered a concession purchase price.

The full price is £15.95 (£18.80 by post in the UK).  SGS members may obtain copies at £12.75 (£15.60
by post in the UK).  Members should deal directly with the SLHA at:

Jews’ Court
2-3 Steep Hill
Lincoln LN2 1LS
Tel. 01522 521337
Email info@slha.org.uk
Web  www.slha.org.uk

CONCESSION OFFER TO SGS MEMBERS
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	�����������������(��	����# 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
REPORT OF THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 
 
The Council of Management, who are trustees and directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies 
Act, present to the members their report and the unaudited financial statements for the year ended 31 
December 2014.  The trustees have adopted the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) 
'������������������������#����������(� +�� �����/--1,� �����������������������������������������������������
charity. 
 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
	�����������������(��	����#�����������#����������#�������������������������������������������������/--2$�
registration number 543260.  The governing document is the Memorandum and Articles of Association dated 
13 January 1955, as subsequently amended.  The income and property of the Society shall be applied solely 
towards the promotion of the object of the Society, and no portion shall be paid or transferred to any member.  
The liability of each member in the event of winding up is limited to £2.  The company has obtained the 
������� ��� ���� ���������� ��� ���������� ��� ��� �"����� ����� ���� ������������ ��� ���� ����!���� )�������*� ��� ����
name.  It is a registered, charity number 216131.  Members of Council are trustees for charitable purposes.  
Membership of the Society is open to all on payment of the annual membership fee.  There are some 342 
members; 34 joined during 2014. 
 
About twenty-five volunteers assist Council with the daily affairs of the Society. 
 
Election of Members of Council 
Members of Council are elected at an Annual General Meeting.  Any casual vacancy other than the President and 
Vice Presidents may be filled by the Council who may also co-opt and appoint two additional Members of Council.   
Any member, so appointed, shall retire at the next Annual General Meeting but shall be eligible for election at 
that Meeting.  Any member of the Society may put himself forward for election at the Annual General Meeting.  
At each Annual General Meeting, one third of Representative Members of Council and the President shall retire 
and are eligible for re-election.    
 
Members of Council are mainly retired, and have acquired appropriate skills and experience. Courses and on-
going updated information are available from professional, historical and heritage bodies and training is taken 
when considered necessary. 
 
OBJECTIVE, ACTIVITIES, ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 
(INCLUDING FINANCIAL REVIEW) 

���	����#(����������%�)
����������������������������������������!�����$���������������������#*����!����
is now known the Arts, Humanities and Sciences.  To this end, the main current activities are: to maintain the 
freehold premises housing a museum, library and archives and maintaining and enhancing the holdings 
contained therein; and the mounting of public lectures.  The Society was recognised by the Master of the Rolls, 
under 1926 national provisions, as a local depository for manorial documents. 
 
Achievement of public benefit 
Public benefit was provided in several ways during 2014, firstly by the maintenance and augmentation of the 
collections, some of which are of national and international significance.  Work continues on the records, to 
make the holdings more readily usable.  The Hon. Curator received a considerable number of specific enquiries 
from members of the public; these he either dealt with himself or passed to other volunteers. 
 

��� 	����#(�� ���������� �� �� ����� ���������� �#� 3-� �����������$� ����� ��������� ��������� ��� ���������&��
Two documents previously in private hands were purchased at auction with significant financial help from the 
Friends of the National Libraries. 
 
���� ���� !����� ��� /-.0$� �!�� �� ������ ����� ���� 	����#(�� ���������� !���� ��� ����� ���� ������ ������#� ���
Ayscoughfee Hall Museum, Spalding. 
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��	������������!�������� 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
REPORT OF THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
  
Society members can readily access the facilities on Monday mornings between 9.0 a.m. and noon, and on 
Thursdays between 7.30 p.m. and 9.00 p.m.  At other times, they must make prior arrangements.  Members of 
the public are welcome for individual and group visits, and for scholarly work, but should be in touch 
beforehand to make the necessary arrangements.  The best time for non-members to come is on a Monday 
morning, when group visits are not accepted; at other times, access will depend on the availability of 
volunteers. 
 
Over the year, more than 700 members of the public visited the premises for one purpose or another, some 
160 of whom came on open days on 13 and 14 September.  Twenty-six group visits were hosted. 
 
Twelve public lectures were held at the Grammar School in Spalding, covering a wide range of topics.   
Formerly, Society members could attend without payment, and bring a guest, while members of the public paid 
£4, but these arrangements were changed during the year.  Now, everyone pays for admission, the normal 
��	���
����"% ���������������	��������������������!���
����������e local press and by other means.  
Altogether, lecture attendance  was 770. 
 
������
���	���������%#$&��	��
�������������	���	����	�����������������!����������� 
Honeybone D. and M., The Correspondence of William Stukeley and Maurice Johnson 1715-1754.  Lincoln 
Record Society Vol. 104. 
Turner J.T. Artur Immanueal Loewental 1879-1964.  Society for Lincolnshire History and Archaeology. 
The Society provided a small contribution towards the cost of publishing the Turner volume. 
 
Further details of the pub����
��������������	��
���������������
��!�����	����������������	�  
 
The Members of Council consider that the Society has achieved its objective during the year. 
 
Deficit for the Year 
The operating deficit for the year was £6,115.  
 
Investment Policy 
The Society takes appropriate investment advice from its investment committee before amending its investment 
portfolio.   Investments are acquired and held in accordance with the general powers given in the Trustee Act 
2000. 
 
Reserves Policy 
Factors taken into account in deciding the level of reserves include the need to cover fluctuations in expenditure    
and the need to have sufficient funds available to finance any potential capital expenditure.  The Society is   
dependent upon the income arising from its investments to fund its core activities and therefore does not         
consider its investments at 31 December 2014 of £155,328 to be part of free reserves.  At the year end, free 
reserves were £63,640 and it is considered that this is a minimal requirement to cover likely expenditure needed 
to maintain the charitable status.                                                                                  
 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006 
relating to small companies. 
 
By order of the Council. 
 
 
Professor M D I Chisholm 
Hon. Secretary 
Date:                                 2015 
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� ����������#�����)"������#' 

(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 

���������������������������
)�����������
����� 

  

 

 

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the Members of Council to prepare financial statements 

for each financial year which giv����#!$���������!�%��&����#������!�#')"�������������#�%�#��"��$!����#���'��!���������#"�
financial position at the end of the year.  In preparing financial statements giving a true and fair view, the 

Members of Council are required to: 

 

�  select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 

�  make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 

� state whether applicable UK accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been 

followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

 

� prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 

charity will continue in operation. 

 

The Members of Council are responsible for keeping accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy 

the financial position of the charity and which enable them to ascertain the financial position of the charity and  

&������������#����#����"$!��#��#� #��� ����������"#�#����#"���� �'�&�#��#���"����#')"���%�!������ocument and 

applicable laws and regulations including charities SORP 2005.  They are also responsible for safeguarding the 

assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 

irregularities. 

 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 

included ���#������!�#')"�&��"�#�(��
���"��#�������#������#���	���������%�!�����#��� !� �!�#����������""�����#����
of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS ON THE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF 
�
����	����	�����	 � SOCIETY 
 
I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 December 2013 which are set out on pages 6 to 
16. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
The members of council (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  The members of council consider that an audit is not required 
for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent 
examination is needed.  
 
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for 
independent examination, it is my responsibility to: 
 
� examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 
 
� follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 

145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 
 
� state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner's report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.  
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures 
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is 
����������������������������������������!����������������"����������������������������������������������
out in the statement below. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
1 which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 
 

� to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; and 
 
� to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting 

requirements of section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of 
the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities 

 
have not been met; or 
 

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached. 

 
M N Smith (ACCA) 
Duncan & Toplis 
Chartered Accountants 
Enterprise Way 
Pinchbeck 
Spalding 
Lincolnshire 
PE11 3YR 
Date:    
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���
�	�������
���������	��� 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES (including income and expenditure account) 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
  Restricted Unrestricted  
 Total funds                     funds  Total 
 Note 2014 2014 2014  2013 
 £ £ £  £ 
INCOMING RESOURCES 
Income from activities for generating funds 
  Subscriptions 17,064 - 17,064 17,126 
  Donations 3,548 1,200 2,348 5,123 
  Other Income 630 - 630 258 
  Joining fees 350      - 350 160 
  Lecture receipts         986      - 986 454 
  Grants   8,992 8,992           -     4,978 
 
 31,570 10,192 21,378 28,099 
Investment income: 
  Dividends 5,953 - 5,953 5,722 
  Interest      354          -     354     351 
 
   6,307          -   6,307 6,073 
 
TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 37,877 10,192 27,685 34,172 
 
RESOURCES EXPENDED 
Costs of charitable activities 
  Museum expenditure   
    Running costs 2 34,763 10,178 24,585  18,732 
   
 34,763 10,178 24,585 18,732 
 
Governance costs 3   9,229           - 9,229  9,355 
 
TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 43,992 10,178 33,814 28,087 
 
NET (OUTGOING)/INCOMING  RESOURCES 
BEFORE OTHER RECOGNISED GAINS (6,115) 14 (6,129) 6,085 
 
NET INVESTMENT GAINS 
Realised surplus on investments  5 - 5 - 
Unrealised (deficit)/surplus on revaluation on: 
Fixed assets for own use - - - (497,255) 
Investments 2,963          - 2,963 27,320 
 
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 10 (3,147) 14 (3,161) (465,552) 
  
TOTAL FUNDS BROUGHT FORWARD 574,352 3,164 571,188 1,038,202 
 
TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 571,205    3,178  568,027 574,352 
 
The surplus for the year for Companies Act purposes comprises the net income/(expenditure) for the year plus 
the surplus on sale of investments and was (£6,115) (2013 £6,085). 
 
All of the above results are derived from continuing activities.   
The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses in the year. 
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Spalding ��	�����	����
���� (Registered number: 543260) 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
BALANCE SHEET 
31 December 2014 
  
 
 Note 2014  2013 
  £ £ 
FIXED ASSETS 
Tangible assets 4 349,059 349,059 
 
Investments 5   155,328 153,219 
 
  504,387 502,278 
CURRENT ASSETS 
Debtors 6 704 701 
Cash at bank and building society 7 70,295 72,012 
 
  70,999 72,713 
CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due within one year 8 (4,181) (639) 
 
NET CURRENT ASSETS     66,818       72,074 
 
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES  571,205 574,352 
 
UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 
Restricted Fund  3,178 - 
Designated funds  504,387 502,278 
General Fund     63,640       72,074 
    
Accumulated fund  10   571,205 574,352 
 
The Members of Council are satisfied that the Society was entitled to the exemption from the requirement to 
have an audit under Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006.  The Members of Council have not required the 
company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2014 in accordance 
with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006.  The Members of Council acknowledge their responsibility for: 
 
a. Ensuring the Society keeps accounting records in accordance with Sections 386 and 387, Companies 

Act 2006, and 
 
b. Preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Society as 

at the end of its financial year and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its 
income and expenditure, in the year then ended in accordance with the requirements of Sections 394 
and 395, Companies Act 2006, and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Act so far as 
they are applicable to the Society. 

           
These financial statements are prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the Companies 
Act 2006 relating to small entities and with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective 
April 2008). 
                     
These financial statements on pages 5 to 15 were approved by the Members of Council on 24 February 2015   
and signed on its behalf by 
M H Snowdon ) President 
 ) 
Mrs S M Barsley ) Honorary Treasurer 
 ) 
Professor M D I Chisholm ) Honorary Secretary 
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����
�����������������	���� 

(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 

ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

for the year ended 31 December 2014 

  

 

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

 

The financial statements of the charity have been prepared in accordance with The Financial Reporting 

Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008) and the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) 

��		������� ��
���������� ��� �����������published in 2005 and with applicable accounting standards.   The 

financial statements are drawn up under the historical cost accounting rules, as modified by the inclusion of 

fixed asset investments at market value and the revaluation of tangible fixed assets except that depreciation is 

not charged as set out below. 

 

The charity has availed itself of paragraph 4 (i) of Schedule 1 of the large and medium-sized Companies and 

Groups (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008, and adapted the Companies Act formats to reflect the special 

��������������	����������	��������� 
 

INCOMING RESOURCES 

 

All incoming resources, including donations and interest receivable, are included in the Statement of Financial 

Activities when the company is legally entitled to the income and the amount can be quantified with 

reasonable accuracy. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, DONATIONS AND LEGACIES 

 

Annual subscriptions, donations and legacies are included in the statement of financial activities at amounts 

receivable for the year. 

  

Life membership subscriptions received are credited to the statement of financial activities in twelve annual 

instalments. 

 

GIFTS 

 

Gifts of exhibits to the society are not included in the Statement of Financial Activities.  They are itemised in 

note 11 to the financial statements. 

 

INVESTMENT INCOME 

 

Investment income and interest is accounted for when receivable. 

 

GRANTS 

 

Grants, including grants for the purchase of fixed assets, are recognised in full in the Statement of Financial 

Activities in the year in which they are receivable. 

 

RESOURCES EXPENDED 

 

Resources expended are recognised in the period in which they are incurred.  Resources expended include 

attributable VAT which cannot be recovered.   Resources expended are allocated to the particular activity 

where the cost relates directly to that activity. 
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�������	������������������� 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
 
TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
 
As explained in note 4 Heritage Assets have not been capitalised or depreciated as no reliable value can be 
attributed. 
 
DEPRECIATION 
 
There is no depreciation of fixed assets as tangible fixed assets are periodically revalued to market value, and 
with high residual values depreciation would be an immaterial amount. 
 
INVESTMENTS 
 
Investments are stated at market value at the balance sheet date.  The SOFA includes the net gains and losses 
arising on revaluations and disposals throughout the year. 
 
FUND ACCOUNTING 
 
�������	� ����������� �������� 
��� ����	������ ������ �
��
� ���� ������������� ������ ���� ������ ���� ���������
purposes.  They include amounts equivalent to the net book values of fixed assets and investments used to 
enable the Society to continue to carry out its charitable mission.  
 
General funds are other unrestricted funds arising from donations and other incoming resources receivable 
available to the Society without further specified purpose. 
 
The restricted fund relates to grants obtained specifically for the development of the museum collection. 
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���������	��� 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
  2014 2013 
1 NET EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR £ £ 
 Net expenditure for year is stated after charging 
 
 Staff costs � wages and salaries (2 employees)    3,567 2,761 
 

Members of council received £1,933 (2013 £2,601) during the year as reimbursed expenses.  All 
members of council are unpaid providing their services voluntarily. 

 
2 MUSEUM EXPENDITURE  
 RUNNING COSTS 
 Heating and lighting   3,893 4,395 
 Rates   1,014 1,154 
 Repairs and renewals (£2,126 restricted)    11,181 6,266 
 Conservation & preservation of artefacts (£860 restricted)   1,127 635 
 Stationery, printing and postage   3,695 1,290 
 Magazines and books   30 60 
 Conservation of books & archives    1,222 525 
 Acquisitions (£7,192 restricted)    8,555 -
 Insurances    2,657 2,541 
 Subscriptions and donations    956 596 
 Training   - 1,128 

Catering   213 - 
Cleaning   65 - 

 Philately and medals        155      142 
  
        34,763 18,732 

  
    
3 GOVERNANCE COSTS 
 Lecture fees and expenses   1,972  2,032 
 Outing costs   433 50 
 Salaries and wages    3,567 2,761 
 Telephone    706 490 
 Computer/office costs   1,340 2,917 
 Accountancy fees   540 480 
 Legal & Professional   606 501 
 Miscellaneous expenses       65   124 
              
        9,229 9,355 
 
  Freehold Museum 
4 TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS properties contents Total 
 Valuation £ £ £ 
 
 31 December 2013 300,000 49,059 349,059 
 Revaluations               -             -             - 
                    
 31 December 2014   300,000      49,059              349,059  
 
 The historical cost of the freehold properties is £4,402. Freehold property is included in the financial 

statements at the Members of Council estimation of market value based on a valuation obtained from 
R Longstaff & Co on 28 March 2013. 
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Spalding Gentlem����������	
 
(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
 
4 TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS (continued) 
 The Museum collection is a Heritage Asset which has been amassed over the last 300 years mainly by 

way of gift and is of such extent that neither cost nor market value, are readily ascertainable. The 
Society has omitted the Museum collection from the balance sheet as permitted by SORP (2005) 
paragraph 283.  The cost of additions to the museum collection has not been capitalised, being written 
off in the statement of financial activities as museum expenditure. Gifts of exhibits during the year to 
the Society are not included in the statement of financial activities, being itemised in note 11 to the 
financial statements.  The museum collection is on exhibit in the Museum and is available for 
scholastic research and visits by arrangement with the curator. 

 
No depreciation is charged because the annual depreciation and related accumulated depreciation is 
immaterial owing to the high estimated residual values of tangible fixed assets. 

 
   2014  2013  
5 FIXED ASSETS INVESTMENTS Cost Market value Cost Market value 
 Listed investments £ £ £ £ 
 Invensys plc 
 168 ordinary shares of 12.5p each - -  3,034 854 
 Mitchells & Butlers  
 441 ordinary shares of 8 13/24p each 34 1,693 34 1,860 
 Intercontinental Hotels Group plc 
 337 ordinary shares of 13 29/47p each  43 8,070 43 6,784 
 Cable & Wireless Communications plc 
 3,188 ordinary shares of US$0.05 each  3,701  1,583 3,701 1,793 
 Cable & Wireless Worldwide plc 
 3,188 ordinary shares of 5p each - - - - 
 BAE Systems plc 
 871 ordinary shares of 2.5p each 110  4,111  110 3,920 
 Reed Elsevier plc 
 1,558 ordinary shares of 12.5p each  2,830 17,138 2,830 14,006 
 Lloyds Banking Group plc 
 4,275 ordinary shares of 10p each  2,175 3,241 2,175 3,372 
 Diageo 
 500 ordinary shares of 28 101/108p each  5,142 9,243 5,142 10,000  
 Glaxo SmithKline plc 
 851 ordinary shares of 25p each  5,079  11,710 5,079 13,714 
 Johnson Matthey plc 
 811 ordinary shares of £1 each  4,982  27,550 4,982 26,601 
 Unilever plc 
 350 ordinary shares of 3 1/9p each  6,139 9,198 6,139 8,687 
 Banco Santander 
 formerly Alliance & Leicester plc  
 83 ordinary shares of ��� each - 506 - 449 
 GKN plc  
 530 ordinary shares of 50p each  1,496 1,823 1,496 1,978 
 Centrica plc 
 3,433 ordinary shares of 6 14/81p each  6,477 9,578 6,477 11,937 
 Legal and General Group 
 3,591 ordinary shares of 2.5p each  5,471  8,927 5,471 7,997 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
 
   2014  2013  
5 FIXED ASSETS INVESTMENTS Cost Market value Cost Market value 
 (continued) £ £ £ £ 
 
 National Grid plc 
 1,289 ordinary shares of 11 17/43p each 6,183 11,834  6,183 10,157  
 J Sainsbury plc 
 1,071 ordinary shares of 28 4/7p each 4,293 2,642  4,293 3,909 
 Scottish & Southern 
 450 ordinary shares of 50p each 4,964 7,299 4,964 6,165 
 BP plc 
 850 ordinary shares US$0.25 each 4,876 3,494 4,876 4,148 
 BT Group plc 
 1,535 ordinary shares of 5p each 4,965 6,163 4,965 5,824 
 First Group plc 
 780 ordinary shares of 5p each   4,962     832   4,962 964 
 British American Tobacco 
 165 ordinary shares of 25p each 4,880              5,775                 4,880      5,343 

G4S PLC  
1,050 ordinary shares of 25p each 2,982 2,918 2,982 2,756 
    

     81,784          155,328 84,818 153,219 
 
    2014 2013 
  £ £ 
 
 At 1 January 2014 � market value  153,219 125,899 
 Additions - - 
 Disposal (854) - 
 Surplus/(deficit) on revaluation 2,963 27,320 
  
 At 31 December 2014 market value 155,328 153,219 
 
6 DEBTORS 
 
 Amounts falling due within one year 
 
 Prepayments and accrued income     704 701 
 
7 CASH AT BANK AND BUILDING SOCIETY 
  
 National Savings Bank 47,190 46,839 
 Alliance & Leicester  - - 
 National Westminster Bank plc 
   Current account  18,877 21,910 
 National Westminster Key account            950   - 
 Barclays Bank 3,278 3,263  
  
                                                                                      70,295 72,012 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
    2014 2013 
  £ £ 
8 CREDITORS  
 
 Amounts falling due within one year 
 Accruals and deferred income         4,181 639 
 
9 TAXATION 
 
 The charitable company is exempt from corporation tax on its charitable activities. 
 
10 UNRESTRICTED FUNDS � NON DISTRIBUTABLE 
 
  1 January Incoming Outgoing Gains/ 31 December 
  2014 resources resources (losses) Transfers 2014 
  £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 Restricted fund 
 Museum collection 3,164 10,192 (10,178) - - 3,178 
 
 Designated funds 
 
 Freehold property  
 - cost 4,402  -  - -  - 4,402  
 - revaluation reserve 295,598  -  - -  - 295,598 
 Museum contents  
 - revaluation reserve   49,059           -           -           -         -   49,059  
 
  349,059           -           -                    -         - 349,059       
  
 Investments 
 - cost 84,818 - -  - (3,034) 81,784  
 - revaluation reserve    68,401       -        - 2,963 2,180    73,544 
 
  153,219       -        - 2,963   (854) 155,328 
  
 
 Total 505,442   10,192 (10,178)        2,963    (854) 507,565  
 
 Unrestricted income funds 
 
 General funds   68,910 27,685  (33,814)           -       859     63,640  
        
  574,352 37,877 (43,992) 2,963           5 571,205  
       
 Net movement in funds  
 Represented by: 
 
 Incoming resources 37,877
 Outgoing resources (43,992) 
 Gains/(losses)       2,968 
  (3,147) 
 The purpose of the accumulated funds is to support the objects of the Society as set out in the 

principal activities paragraph of the Report of the Members of Council. 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
11 DONATIONS AND LOANS 

It is not practicable to place a value on gifts received by the Society.  The following items were gifted 
during the year: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by subscription Lincolnshire clergy 1214-1968 Aveland and Aslacoe Lincoln Record 
Society 103 

JFH Smith (Stamford) William Stukely in Stamford. Reprint from Antiquaries Journal V93 2013 
pp 353-400 

JFH Smith (Stamford) CD with photographs used in the above article 
J Chapman (Spalding) Two Copies of "The Frasier Room Project" 
D Watkin (Tilney All 
Saints) 

Photograph of an agricultural scene with 13 people and two traction 
engines 

C Willson (Spalding) Militaria: QE2 Genreal Service Medal, Canal Zone Clasp, Documents 
relating to National Service, Schoolboy's Victory Certificate (1945), 
Service Cetificate from Norway (1945) 

C Ispir (London) CD with images of Statuta Angliae (English Laws), a mss in the SGS 
Collection 

M Buck (member) Copies of war records of H Horsley, Lincs. Regiment, Boer War 
M Buck (member) Papers releting to WW1 Records of GE Buck (donor's father) 
B Jarvie (member) Two pages of autobiography including Richard Southgate (Member) 
G Buck (member) Photographs of former Tax Offices, Holland Road, and River Welland in 

Spalding after heavy rain 
Purchase Two mss books showing land holdings of Theophilus Buckworth (1760) 

and Richard Buckworth (1899) 
J Moon (member) Letter changing the status of the medals loaned by him to "donated", 

excepting those medals belonging to his father, which remain on loan. 
J Moon (member) Notes on various medals in the SGS Collection, including those of Nurse 

Casswell 
J Moon (member) WW1 Memorial medallion of Harry Moon 
G Buck (member) SGS Treasurer's records: mss budgets 1992 and 1995-2011 
Mr Pease (Spalding) A collection of coins forund at various places in Spalding. 16 Roman, 15 Q 

Victoria to George V 13 tokens and foreign 
M Buck (member) Copies of photographs of A Moore (deceased Council member) 
M Hollanders 
(member) Rhenish (Grenzhausen) Jug 18c marked GR 
G Petch (member) A Companion to the English Parish Church, S Friar 
W Parker (member) five photographs of two pictures by Edward Gentle (one seascape, one 

Church) 
W Parker (member) Picture: South Down Coast by Edward Gentle 
J Earth (Hop Pole) Illustrated Guide to Lincolnshire (with map) 1900 GJ Wilkinson 
Spalding Lions Club Bifocal Glasses circa 1910 with letter from the original seller. 
March Museum Wooden Ruler from Pennington & Son, Spalding 
Purchase Place Names of Leicestershire.  English Place Names Society 
G Buck (member) Corporate seal of East Midlands Finance Ltd 
G Buck (member) One page paper detailing the history of East Midlands Finance Ltd 
M Hollanders 
(member) WW2 issue Army Helmet 
P Rees-Davies 
(Peterborough) RAF issue slide rule for navigation 
P Rees-Davies 
(Peterborough) 

WW2 navigator's "computer" used in Lancasrter Bombers by Navigator 
Rees-Davies 

G Petch (member) The Roman Wall in Scotland 1934 Sir G Macdonald 
Estate of J Plumb 
(Stamford) 55 slides (35mm) showing views of Spalding 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  

DONATIONS AND LOANS (CONTINUED) 
Mrs S Watson and Mrs 
H Casswell (member) WW2 deactivated Incendiary bomb dropped on Spalding 
Mrs M Bovill 
(Crowland) Christening robe c1930 
Mrs M Bovill 
(Crowland) "Farm and Field" a child's reading book 
C Baslington Two Photographs from SGS Annual Outing: Ellys Manor and a Gargoyle 

from Great Ponton Church 
Ian Coxon (Surfleet) Bottle: Lee and Green, Sleaford and Spalding 
By Subscription London and Middlesex Hearth Tax Parts 1 & 2, British Records Society 
By Subscription Wills in Barnstaple 1506-1588 British Records Society 
M Buck (member) Gramophone record with cover by HH Penistan, Spalding 
M Buck (member) Letter dated 1994 on Johnson Hospital notepaper 
Purchase Maurice Johnson's "Armes and Memoires of Families in Lincolnshire".  

Manuscript.  Purchased with the aid of a grant from Friends of National 
Libraries 

Purchase "The Poll for the Election of Burgesses for the Burrough of Stamford April 
24 1734." and two pamphlets printed in 1641: "Diurnal Occurrencies 20 
January to 10 March 1628" and "Record of some Worthie Proceedings of 
the House of Commons in 1611" Purchased with the aid of a grant from 
Friends of National Libraries 

M Chisholm (member) Sale catalogue for the auction of the above items with details of prices 
D Robinson (Member) A Collection of Posters for the Election in South Lincolnshire in 1868 
R Buck (member) Windmills in Pinchbeck by Joyce M Curtis 
D Phillips (Gedney 
Dyke) 

Items found with a Metal Detector: Lead Palm Guard for use when 
sewing sacks, two strap ends for books, Metal fitting for a child's pattern 

M Brassington 
(Spalding) 

A Selection of the memorials in St Mary and St Nicholas Parish Church 
(edited: The Donor) 

Mrs B Hemsil 
(Spalding) 15C Gold Ring found in Pennygate, Spalding 
By Subscription A Dictyionary of Mottoes in England and Wales (Harleian Society) 
B Jarvie (member) Two CDs with images of the pages in the two Buckworth Manuscripts 
D Taylor (Spalding) Baptist Sunday School Medal (Quiver Medal) Awarded to John T Atton 

1898 
M Buck (member) The Silent Cities (1914-18 War Cemeteries) 
C Baslington (member) Photograph of items in the Ryedale Musem (6/2014) showing an item 

similar to our "mystery object" described as a roast potato rake 
by subscription The Correspondence of William Stukeley and Maurice Johnson 1715-

1754.  M and D Honeybone.  Lincoln Record Society 
J Moon (member) Photograph of Pte. L Moon, Royal Vetinary Corps 
M Brassington 
(Spalding) 

A Selection of the memorials in St Mary and St Nicholas Parish Church 
(edited: The Donor). (second Copy) 

E Royce (member) WW1 Ration Book in the name of Alice Ruth Musson. 
M & D Honeybone 
(members) 

Under Another Sky (C Higgins), Journeys in Roman Britain, Witches (T 
Borman) 

J Withyman (member) Geese Gowts and Galligaskins author the donor 
Soc. Lincs. Hist. Arch. Arthur Immanuel Loewental by John T Turner 
M Pemberton 
(member) CD With images of the Johnson Lincolnshire Families Manuscript 
M Hollanders 
(member)  1805 pattern French sword with scabbard (on loan) 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
 

DONATIONS AND LOANS(CONTINUED) 

 
  
 

I Hoult (member) Two medal groups (father and son) Queen's South Africa with four bars, 
1914 star, WW1 Victory, WW1 War (J Boyfield), 1939-45 star, Italy star, 
Africa star, WW2 defence, WW2 war medal 

A Proctor (member) Biographical Dictionary of Celebrated Women by Mathilde Bentham 
1804, The Sermons of Mr Yorick V2 1760, Lord Roseberry by the 
Marquess of Crewe two vols. 1931, Farmer George by Lewis Melville two 
vols. 1907 

I Hutchinson (member) Plans of Osmond and Son's premises, Albion Street, 1905 
M Dennis (Surfleet) Two mediaeval lead ampullae (pilgrim's souvenirs) 
A Goodrum (member) Picture (photocopy) of French 1914-18 mountain troops 
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(A company limited by guarantee, without a share capital and not for profit) 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
for the year ended 31 December 2014 
  
 2014 2013 
INCOME £ £ 
Subscriptions 14,818 14,496 
Dividends received 5,953 5,722 
Interest received 354 351 
Donations 3,548 5,123 
Grants 8,992 4,978 
Other income 149 258 
Tax repayable � Covenants/Gift Aid 2,246 2,630 
Joining fees 350 160 
Outing fees 481 - 
Lecture receipts       986      454 
 
 37,877 34,172 
EXPENDITURE 
MUSEUM EXPENDITURE - RUNNING COSTS 
Heating and lighting   3,893 4,395 
Rates    1,014 1,154 
Repairs and renewals   11,181 6,266 
Conservation & preservation of artefacts   1,127 635 
Stationery, printing and postage   3,695 1,290 
Magazines & books   30 60 
Conservation of books & archive   1,222 525 
Acquisitions      8,555 - 
Insurances   2,657 2,541 
Subscriptions and donations   956 596 
Training    - 1,128 
Cleaning                     65  - 
Catering    213 - 
Philately and medals        155      142 
 
          (34,763) (18,732)    
ADMINISTRATION COSTS 
Lecture fees and expenses 1,972 2,032 
Society outing 433 50  
Salaries and wages 3,567 2,761 
Telephone 706 490 
Miscellaneous expenses 65 124 
Computer/office expenses 1,340 2,917 
Accountancy 540 480 
Legal & Professional     606      501            
 
         (9,229) (9,355) 
 
(DEFICIT)/SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR (6,115) 6,085 
STATEMENT OF TOTAL RECOGNISED GAINS AND LOSSES 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 
(Deficit)/surplus for the year (6,115) 6,085 
Unrealised gains on tangible fixed assets - (497,255) 
Realised & Unrealised gains/(losses) on investments 2,968 27,230 
 
 (3,147) (463,850) 
This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements of the society 
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